
The Royal Navy’s newest aircraft carrier, HMS Prince of Wales, paid a week-long visit to 
Liverpool, with an arrival on Friday February 28th and a departure on Friday 6th March.

HMS PRINCE OF WALES
Departing Liverpool 6th March 2020

With a firework send-off HMS Prince of Wales is tugged off the cruise liner jetty.

The weather on the day of arrival was dire, with low cloud and sea mist expected to make 
for poor photographs, not to mention getting soaked and wind blown in the process. 
Reluctantly it was decided to give this occasion a ‘miss’ and to aim for better weather on 
the day of departure.

The following is a series of photographs taken on the day of departure by Paul Tomlin

The HMS Prince of Wales is the second of the Queen Elizabeth Class of Aircraft Carrier. 
Her sister ship, HMS Queen Elizabeth was launched in July 2014 and is currently 
undergoing flight trials with the RAF and Royal Navy’s Lockheed F-35B Lightning aircraft. 

Construction of the 284m long ship started at Rosyth dockyard in Scotland on 26th May 
2011. She was named HMS Prince of Wales at a ceremony on the 8th September 2017 by 
Camilla, wife of the current Prince of Wales; launched on 21st December 2017, and 
officially commissioned at Portsmouth on 10th December 2019.



HMS Prince of Wales currently operates with a ship’s company of 700, which will increase 
to around 1600 when a full complement of aircraft and helicopters are embarked. 

The carrier has a total of 16 decks : nine decks within the hull to the flight deck, and a 
further seven decks in each of the two islands.

The legendary ‘Ferry ‘cross the Mersey’ cruises past HMS Prince of Wales on the way back to the  
Seacombe Ferry Terminal: a daily duty the ‘Royal Iris’ shares with her sister ship ‘Snowdrop’.

The HMS Prince of Wales will now be undergoing further sea trials, with the first F-35B’s 
due to commence flight trials from the carrier in January 2021. 

When in full service the HMS Prince of Wales will accommodate up to 40 Lockheed F-35B 
aircraft, together with a number of Wildcat and Merlin helicopters.
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The HMS Prince of Wales has two Islands : forward is the ship’s Bridge, with the second 
Island acting as Flying Control.  

There are two lifts from flight deck to the lower hangar areas. Both are positioned on the 
starboard side, one located between the two Islands, and the second aft of Flying Control.



The departure on Friday 6th March was planned for the High Tide, which saw the ship 
being towed off the Cruise Liner jetty at 1600 hrs., to the accompaniment of a ceremonial 
band and fireworks. Spot on 1600 hrs. a flypast took place along the Mersey by a F-35B.

Four helicopters were noted on the arrival day: a Wildcat and a Merlin chained down at the 
rear of the Flight Deck. Down below a Chinook and a second Merlin were on view for the 
early part of the visit, with the Wildcat and Chinook flying away on Tuesday 3rd March.  

A further Merlin flying an arrival escort on 28th February, was used for photographic 
purposes and provided some welcomed low level aerial activity for the many spectators.

Lockheed F-35B Lightning wearing the colours of No.617 Squadron performed  
a low level flypast at 1600 hrs operating from its base at RAF Marham.



Police launches maintained a 24-hour security zone for the length of the visit, with 
appearances from the Police helicopter as required. 

Construction work is well underway along the Liverpool riverside frontage. Peel Ports ‘Royal 
Charter’ hydro survey vessel is pictured (below) checking the Channel, the following week 
she was surveying the upper reaches of the Manchester Ship Canal.
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Tugs move into position for the 4 pm departure

Svitzer Bidston and CMS Warrior

Vb Barbados Millgarth
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Out for a paddle : with blue lights and siren Police 
launches warn off two kayakers and a hydro skier.

Keeping out of the exclusion zone the RNLI are having fun as the Pilot boat leaves for the next inbound



Time 1525 hrs : tugs take up position for the 4 pm departure. Incidentally the Liver Building 
river facing clock was not working - the side one was ok and correct. Confusing ! Been like 
that for some time, I was told ! 

Having given the earlier water spray salute, Millgarth also has the honour of commencing 
the tow off jetty.
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Passing Seaforth Container Terminal

The Liverpool skyline basks 
in early evening sunlight. 

‘Windcat 40’ departs to the 
offshore wind farms.
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